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The 19 century and the era of
physician-pathologists:
The Warrens and their colleagues

Robert H. Young MD

Robert E Scully Professor of Pathology,
Massachusetts General Hospital,
Harvard Medical School.



Centennial Celebration
of the
James Homer Wright
Pathology Laboratories
1896-1996

Massachusetts General Hospital
October 11-13, 1996




Chapter 6

SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AT THE
HOSPITALS OF HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

Robert E. Scully, M.D. and Austin L. Vickery, Jr., M.D.




KEEN MINDS
to Explore the
DARK CONTINENTS

of Disease

A History or THE PATHOLOGY SERVICES AT
THE MassacHuseTTs GENERAL HosprTaL

Edited by
Davip N. Louis anp Roeert H. Younag




Early M.G.H. Milestones

1810 Activities of Reverend Bartlett and
Drs. Warren and Jackson

1811 Charter

1817 Warren and Jackson appointed
Surgeon and Physician

1818 July 4%, Bulfinch cornerstone laid
1821 Sept. 3", first patient
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NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL
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MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

e ———

Vae 1.} JANUARY, 1812, [ No. L
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REMARKS ON ANGINA PECTORIS.

BY JOHN WARREN, M. D.

Ix our inquiries into any particular subject of Medicine,
Jabours will generally be shortened and directed to
objects, by a knowledge of preceding discoveries. |
When Dr. Heberden, in the London Medical Transactiane

our
their proper



Warren, ]. “Remarks on Angina Pectoris.” The New England
Journal of Medicine and Surgery 1812; 1(1):1-11.

“Remarks on Angina Pectoris” was the inaugural article
of the first issue of the New England Journal of Medicine and
Surgery. The Journal was founded in 1812 by John Collins
Warren (1778-1856), who one year prior (1811) had co-
founded the Massachusetts General Hospital with James
Jackson.
~ Although both men contributed articles to Volume 1,
Number 1 of the Journal, page 1 was reserved for Dr.
Warren’s father, John Warren (1753-1815), a Revolutionary
War surgeon and co-founder of Harvard Medical School.

We can easily imagine that the junior Dr. Warren
honored his elderly father with Page 1 of his new journal,
commemorating in perpetuity the profound respect and
generosity of spirit that continues to define the MGH family
today.

The first eleven original volumes of the New England
Journal of Medicine and Surgery are housed on the MGH

campus as part of the hospital’'s Archives and Special
Collections.






J.C. Warren

e Born 1778

e Family lived in downtown Boston

e At 15 years of age-Harvard College
e Graduated 1797

 Then one year studying French



Warren-Continued

1799- to England

Dresser to Mr. W. Cooper
Next year to Astley Cooper
Autumn 1800- Edinburgh
1801-1802-Paris

Then home, marriage, practice
No. 2 Park St.



Warren-continued

Active Interest In Mass. Med. Society
with Dr. James Jackson

1806 Ad|. Professor Anatomy and Surgery
HMS

1810 Medical school to Boston

1815 New medical school building, death
of father

1810-1821 Birth of M.G.H.
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SURGICAL OBSERVATIONS

oN

TUMOURS,

CABES AND OPERATIONS.

Y

JOHN C. WARREN, M. D.

FROFESSOR OF ANATOMY AND SURGERY 1IN WaARVARD ODRIVERSITY,

ARD BURCEOR OF THE BASSACHOSETTE GENERAL MOSFITAL.

BOSTON:
CROCKER AND BREWSTER.
18375







DEDICATORY EXERCISES

James Homer Wricnt PaTHOLoGY LABORATORIES
Tracy Burr Marrory MemoriaL LiBrary

Decemeer 15. 1956 Warren BuiLbine Loeey 2:50 p.m.

Chairman

Benoamunw Castieman, M.D., Chief, Department of Pathology
Artiur WiLsurn ArLen, M.D., Board of Trustees, Massachusetts General Hospital
Dean Avexanper Crark, M.D., General Director, Massachusetts General Hospital
Freo Warporr Stewart, M.D., Patho!ngist. Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied Diseases, New York Ct!y
Artiur Tremamn Hermic, MLD., Shattuck Professor of Pathological Anatomy, Harvard Medical School
WirLiam MerriLL Siupnant, M.D., Captain, M. C. USN, Director, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology
WiLuiam Boyp, M.D., Prolessor of Pathology. Emeritus, University of Toronto
James Howaro Means, M.D., Formerly Chief of Medical Services, Massachusetts General Hospital

The laboratories and library will be open for inspection after the exercises
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New M.G.H. Building Is Monument
To Six Generations of Dr. Warrens
G
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NEW WARREN MEDICAL AND SCIENCE BUILDING of the Massachusetts General Hospital on Charles st
between the Baker Memorial and the Phillips House, This madern structure of 12 stories with gless and steel &

in contrast to the domed ofd Bulfinch Building built in 1815,

By FRANCES BURNS

There was a Warren on the
Maylawer, but the Warrens are
best known in Boston today as
one of the great medical Iam-
ilies, carrylng on the tradition

purgery in successive gendra-
Liomnd,

Today slx af them wore hon=
ared when the new $5 million,
12-siory medical and  acienos
building of the Massachuseiis
General Hospital was dedicated
&6 the Warren Building

Bronge plagues are in the
great glass walled, gray ears
meted  Trver wrifl  inaeeinians

of healing by medicing and “F

IA11-1887, “Visiting Burgeon at
ihe Mussschuselis Eenugiim'-
tal Introduced the Art of Flastic
Rurgery from Eurcpe to Amerfca
and firsd !pwbu'rnud free Trans=
plant of Human Skin.”

And his son. perhaps the grests
wit wf them all, was apother T,
John Colling  Warren, 1E3-1857,
r of Surgery st Har-
yard a Visiting Sargsm &t the
Hospital Pinteered s Bringing
to Americs Listet's technigue of
Surpical Herling withouz [nfec-
tipri Performed on this &lie 1n
168 The Firsi Cpemtion io »
now Surgical Building Desipned
ia Profect Patrenis from Opara-
tive Infections with Henry
Bowditch Browght fhe Geeat Un.
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Medical Sches] %0 eompletion in
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John Barnard Swett Jackson

* Nephew of James Jackson

e Father died when he was less than a year old

» Studied with: Dupuytren, Syme, Bright,
Addison and Hodgkin

 First Professor of Pathological Anatomy
in the US (1847)

e Curator of the pathological collection
of the Boston Society for
Medical Improvement

e Curator of the Warren Museum at HMS
(founded by John Collins Warren)

His catalogue of the Cabinet of the Boston
Society for Medical Improvement was
considered by a Philadelphia professor as
"the most valuable contribution to
pathological anatomy made up to that date
in this country.”




“He... was never tired of working at his specimens, to get them into the
best condition and show them off to the best advantage... He was
the picture of cheerful content in the midst of the fragmentary
specimens of nature's handiwork by which he was wont to be
surrounded. No student in the first blush of his boyish enthusiasm
was ever more full of excitement... in illustrating some fact by a new
preparation, or in rendering presentable some dilapidated tenant of
his immortalizing receptacles.”

“What he knew he knew thoroughly, but he never pretended to have
the slightest knowledge beyond what his honest naked eyes could
teach him. He was not ashamed of their nakedness: in fact it was
next to impossible to coax him to look through a microscope.”

— Oliver Wendell Holmes



In 1847, the MGH trustees voted that “the
admitting physician be authorized to
purchase one of Oberhauser’s
microscopes at a cost not exceeding fifty
dollars” with stipulation that one of his
duties was to “examine microscopically
and analyze all growths, tumors and
diseased parts that may be removed from
patients by operation or otherwise”.
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Oliver Wendell Holmes
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Contaglovismess of Puerperal Fever.

Axr. V.—The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever. Read before
the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, by Oriver W,
Hovues, M.D., and published by request of the Society.

Ix collecting, enforcing and adding to the evidence accumulated
upon this most serious subject, I would not be understood to imply
that there exists a doubt in the mind of any well-informed member
of the medical profession as to the fact that paerperal fever is some-
times commungicated from one person to amother, both directly and
indirectly. In the present state of our knowledge upon this poist
I should consider such doubts merely as a proof that the sceptic had
either not examined the evidence, or, having examined it, refused to
aocept its plain and unavoidable consequences. I should be sorry. to
think with Dr. Rigby, that it was a case of “oblique vision;” I
should be unwilling to force home the argumentum ad hominem of
Pr. Blundell, but I would aet consent to make a question of a mo-
mentous fact, which is no longer to be considered as a subject for
trivial discussions, but to be acted upon with silent promptitude,
It signifies nothing that. wise and experienced practitioners have
sometimes doubted the reality of the danger in question ; no man has
the night to doubt it any longer. No negative facts, no opposing
opinions, be they what they may or whose they may, can form any
answer to the series of'cases now within the reach of all who choose
to explore the records of medical science.



Calvin Ellis

Worked at HMS with JBS Jackson
Curator of the Pathological Cabinet,

MGH, 1854-1870
Microscopist, MGH, 1855-1870
Dean HMS, 1869-1883
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Reginald Heber Fitz (1843-1913)

Microscopist and Curator of the Pathological Cabinet, 1871-1888
Pathologist,1888-1892




PERFORATING INFLAMMATION OF THE
VERMIFORM APPENDIX;

SPECIAL REFERERCE TO ITS EARLY DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT.

BY
KEGINALD H. FITZ, M.D,

BELATIUIKN FROFESIR OF PATHILGIECAL AMITIHT I HARTALD UNITERAITT.

BEPRINTED FROM THE
TRANBACTIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAW FHYSIOIANS,
Jums 18, 1884,

PHILADELFHIA:
WM. J. DORNAN, PRINTER.
1888,







John Collins Warren, Jr.
(1842-1927)

SURGICAL

PATHOLOGY

THERAPEUTICS

LY
JOHN COLLINS WARRER, M, 11
mn vr npmans FErwap e p———

WANRCELTE SRR L BRSRTAL

TLLUSTRATRED.

FHELADELPITTA
W B EAULNDE RS
vk Warwer Staae.
thgs,

Mixter Biopsy Instrument Used by Dr. J.C. Warren (1889).
Early Needle Biopsy Technique




Orations

THE SURGEON AND THE PATHOLOGIST.

A PLEA FOR RECIPROCITY AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE CON-
SIDERATION OF THE CLASSIFICATION AND TREAT-
MENT OF BENIGN TUMORS OF THE BREAST.

OBRATION ON SURGERY AT THE FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SES-
SION OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION,
PORTLAND, OREGON, JULY 11-14, 1905.

J. COLLINS WARREN, M.D,
BOSTON.

Jama:45,149-165,1905



To Work in the Vineyard of Surgery

The Reminiscences of J. COLLINS WARREN (1842-1927)

“ ... to labour commendably, and with a good
conscience to work in the Vineyard of Surgery.”

WILLIAM CLOWEs (1544-1604),
Maister in Chirurgerie and
Chirurgeon to the Queen.

Edited, with Appendices,
Q. Notes, and Comments, by
EDWARD D. CHURCHILL, M.D.



William Fiske Whitney
surgical pathologist, 1888-1916




William Fiske Whitney
1850-1921

HMS graduate

Early interests in anatomy

1879- Curator of Warren Museum
Expert on forensic medicine

Professor of parasitic diseases at
veterinary school

Spoke six languages



“The hesitating surgeon, knife in hand,
uncertain whether to do a trifling operation
or one terribly mutilating and severe, could
always depend on the decision of his
mastermind and vast experience, and a
great number of men and women today
owe their intact bodies, or their lives, to his
quietly spoken opinion”.



Surgical pathology: 1888-1938

Mass. General Hospital.

All requests far consultations between members of the Medical anl Surgieal
and Curt-patient Stalf, asd alwa the apinlen of the consultant, are to be made in
writing usless the comsultation is held personally, Sach wrtten opinfona are Lo
be imcorporated im the hospital pecords, Ogpleioss should be written directly in-
pi fiseeds, i _|‘.0'H|h|.|'_

Ward, Ho. of Bed,

o.P. D Diept.

Give peabable diagnosis, and stale particular infoemation desired.
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